VZCZCXRO0658 
RR  RUEHROV 

DE  RUEHEG  #0180/01  0331140 

ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 

R 021140Z  FEB  09 

FM  AMEMBASSY  CAIRO 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  1510 

INFO  RUEHXK/ ARAB  ISRAELI  COLLECTIVE 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  02  CAIRO  000180 
SIPDIS 

FOR  NEA/ELA  AND  DRL/NESCA 
NSC  FOR  PASCUAL 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 02/02/2029 
TAGS:  PGOV  PHUM  KDEM  EG 

SUBJECT:  JUDGE  FINES  FOUR  EDITORS  ON  APPEAL,  STRIKES  PRISON 
TERMS 

REF:  A.  09  CAIRO  70  B.  08  CAIRO  2405  C.  08  CAIRO  2280  D.  08  CAIRO  2199  E.  08  CAIRO  2198  F.  08  CAIRO  2152  G.  07  CAIRO  3543  H.  07  CAIRO  2825  I. 

1. (C)  Summary  and  comment:  On  January  31,  a Cairo  appeals  court  upheld  fines  against  four  independent  newspaper  editors  for  publishing  articles 

2. (C)  On  January  31,  a Cairo  appeals  court  upheld  the  September  2007  civil  ruling  against  four  independent  editors-in-chief  for  "maliciously  pi; 

3. (C)  Hossam  Bahgat,  Executive  Director  of  the  Egyptian  Initiative  for  Personal  Rights,  commented  that  the  judge's  decision  implements  the  regi 

4. (C)  Moataz  El-Feigery,  Executive  Director  of  the  Cairo  Institute  for  Human  Rights  Studies,  interpreted  the  decision  as  designed  to  intimidate 

5. (C)  Comment:  The  judge's  decision  continues  a pattern  of  court  and  presidential  decisions  this  past  fall  and  winter  of  fining  but  not  jailinc 


